art 


A 


NEWTON 
THEOIOGICAL 
INSTINETON 


' FOVNDED_ 


"ry 2 - CO I es i 


SS a Sa 44S 44 4 4a 4a a a aaa Bn GaaASGSS 4a aan 4A 64a 


” _ % 
Mars, avrr apr arm 2 I "TI 


vi 


| 


| 


art 


A 


NEWTON 
THEOIOGICAL 
INSTINETON 


' FOVNDED_ 


"ry 2 - CO I es i 


SS a Sa 44S 44 4 4a 4a a a aaa Bn GaaASGSS 4a aan 4A 64a 


” _ % 
Mars, avrr apr arm 2 I "TI 


vi 


| 


| 


Ah: C:ol 

To the Reverxeny 1: 

Mr. BENJAMIN LORD}! 
Of Noxrwicu ; 1, 


Occafioned by ſome harſh Things Shi Hh 
he has lately publiſhed againſt Thoſe who bags | 
diſſented from his Sentiments about the Mt: 15 "= 
TRY, the CHURCH, and BarpTISM. 4:8 


By Is aac Bactus, 
Paſtor of a Church of Cazisr, in Middlebore 
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1 faid 1 will oth « 


Great men art not 


my part, 1 alſo Gow mine opinion. Jas: XXXii, 9, 17-F 
| ( Yah 4 


But this I conſe); wnto thee, that after the <vay = 6 "n | 
bere/y, fo worſhip I the Ged of my fathers, believing all L ups 
which are wwritzen in the law and the " Ap &. 
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A LETTER to Mr. BENJA 
LoRD, of NoRwWICH. 


Reverend and Honoured S I R,' 


REREROREIE Odo to others as we would have thatd, 
RI: to us, muſt be allowed to be. the 
oh verſal rule of equity z. yet, alas! 0 
2 far is it from being univerſally pt 
Ex fed ? and I have thought that * 
often as little regarded in the mi we 
ment of diſputes about religion, as in almo ta 
afflir at all : a view of which has cauſed in my & 
theſe many years, a great cautiouſneſs of eng ging 
” 4n any warm debates : tho? where the cauſe of try 
really calls for it, no doubt there is warrant bil | 
4 
i 
| 


appear in- it's defence. Such -a call ſeems now. 
preſent irſelf to my view ; for as you, Sir, have k 
exerted yourſelf conſiderably, to ſupport the cat 
the churches and miniſtry that are c ailing 
in our -land, fo you. have not failed to rex 
characters and ſentiments of thoſe who. 
diſſeated therefrom, in very odious, and I bed 
very unjuſt colours. ' In your ſermon ac Mr, 
ordination at Preſton, 1762, you aflert, th 
* juſt cauſe of wicthdrawment irons Poke 5 


** can be produced,” and- aſk, ©* 


*.conduct ?” which. ſecms.. to requirg, Ye 


Tos 
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tho' you. immediately ſay,- © I only put the queſtion, 
<< and-leave-ir to CurisT and conſcience tor a de- 
* ciſton.” Page 28.—Bur' if it was left-there then, 
Yet you, Sir, and fix of your neighbourtng brethren, 
| ave ſo far taken the caſe into. your owr hands fince, 
7 as that, in a preface which you have added to a new 
, edition of. Mr. Crs 404 dialogue about infaxt bap- 
= im, juſt publiſhed, after mentioning the direCtion- to 
= miniſters; 'to blow the trumpet in Zion, and” ſound the 
_ cr in the boly mountain, and then juſt touching 
* _ upon ſome otherevils, which now expoſe us to Gop's 
judgments, you go- on to ſay, .** very eſpecially, the 
<< error and iniquity of going in the way of Cain, and 
« following the example of the gain/aying of Core, in 
« departing from God's inſtitutions, - and without 
« any ſcriptural warrant, ſetting up ſeparately them- 
ſelves.” Page 4. And in page 7, you proceed in 
founding the alarm, thus, ** Do not the late ſepara- 
«tions, and one ſeparation from another, already 
*© diſcover their nature by their fruits ? 1m that ſome 
<« have by this time apoſtatiſed even from allreligidn : 
«while ſome others are renouncing infant baptiſm, 
«< and going faſt to the like dreadful apoſtacy.—Ir is 

._ <0 them, that evil men and ſeducers wax worſe 
* and worſe: it is hid from them, or'rather; they will 
<< not fone we have fell into the = of Cain, and 
«* are in danger /oing in the gainſaying of Core.” 
Thus Sir, yOu and NE inches have decided the 
caſe with a witneſs, andif there was no appeal from 
your judgment, in your own cauſe, our caſe would be 
fad indeed. I ſay in your own cauſe ; for the whole 
procedure evidently goes this ſuppoſition, "that 
your miniſters ' are- as certainly right, as thoſe were 
that Core appeared againſt, and that your churches in 
their prefent order, are as certainly right as thoſe 
whigh 'evil men and ſeducers dinis from in PauPs 
ume: 
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time-: and [if ſo,. then pray who is it thatare © ig- 
« their.own .clteem, hoher and better than others.” 


Fage GY. DES; 
ow as. I happen to be one againſt whom this 
dreadful indiment is laid, for leaving your church, 
and fince that infant baptiſm, the law of ſelf-defence 
will warrant a criminal to: ſpeak, before he 1s con« 
demned , bur the nobler principle ot regard to the 
honor of Gop | and: good of ſouls, even demand 8 
reply, when'truth and reformation are repreſented by 
men of note, as error and apoſtacy, which I believe 
in my heart is the caſe here. Therefore, without any 
further apology, I ſhall make a few remarks upon 
ſome $1n your late writings, and then give 
ſome'of. the ſcripture grounds and reaſons of my ſenti- 
ments.and . conduct, in the points which you con- 
demn me for; and fo leave it to every conſcience 
to-judge, whether that is juſtly called the way of 
apoſtacy or no. | 
Taz firſt remark that I ſhall make, is upon pa 
18 of Mr, Hart's ordination ſermon, where you ſay 
of CaurisT, * He was ſent as well as furniſhed, (ſee. 
* Lake iv. 18, 19) and fo muſt we be; elſe the dif- 
* ciple-covets to be above his maſter z which is the 
* caſe with thoſe that imagine the fullneſs of the 
* ſpirit (or ſingular gifts) which they think they 
*« poſſeſs, doth warrant their aſſuming the character, 
« and entering on the work of miniſters of CuzisT.” 
In this, I ſuppoſe, you have ſome reference to what 
I have faid on that point in my diſcourſe on an 
internal call to preach the goſpel; but I am forry'you 
had not ſtated it more fairly. We don't argue that 
perſons. have a warrant to enter into the miniſtry, 
merely from their having ſingular gifts; bur we are 
of opinion, that thoſe to whom Gop has'given grace 
and fingular gifts, he commands to improve _ 
EDIT AE $54 | 3. i T7 2 
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his command is very expreſs, As every man bath re- 
gerved the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame ont to another, as 
ood flewards of the manifold grace of God, &c. 1 Pet. 
v. 10, 11. Rom. xii, 6—8. And we believe that the 
ſpirit of Gov, by lighr and truth, muſt make that 
Clear to the ſoul, in order for their going forth ; and 
that his teachings and call, gives warrant ſufficient to 
go upon and improve the gifts which he has given, 
kind hat will open the way for their being introduced 
and ordained in the church of Cxzrsr. You go on 
to ſay, ©* And what great confuſion doth this tend 
unto ? would it not tend to throw the sraTz into 
* confulion if any man that would, might fer 'up for 
* 2a civil magiſtrate, who thought himſelf fir, and 
* could find a party to encourage and follow him ? 
* and why ſhould it not tend to make the fame miſ- 
** chief in the church ?” Bur would Mr. Lord have 
vs underſtand that he claims the ſame r in the 
church, for himſelf and brethren, as rulers have in 
the ſtate, to give commiſſions to ſuch only as they 
pleaſe ? If miniſters have ſuch power given them, 
why did Zton's _ng reprove his diſciples for afſum- 
ing the power of forbidding one to aft in his name 
becauſe be followed not them? and why did he tell 
them, when at ſtrife about who ſhould be greateſt, 
that it ſhould xot be /o a them, as it was in the 
Civil ſtate ?® No doubt but his inſtructions made 
Paul and Peter, fo very cautious againſt dominion and 
fard/hip in the church of Carisr. 2 Cor. 1. 24. 1 Pet, 
V. 3- We. hold to ordination of church officers as 
well as you ; but one main diſpute is about where 
the right of ordination lies : you, Sir, ſhew a great 


diſlike againſt the arguments of ſome, as if reaſon 
were to govern in that affair, (page 23) tho! FDI 
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that you have ſeveral far-fetch'd reaſonings about. is 
in. that ſermon, In general. you hold forth, t 
Cnr1sT received his commiſſion from his Father, ; 
that he ſent forth the apoſtles, and that they ordaine: 
Timothy and others, who were to commit the things - 
which they had heard to faithful men, which carries 
it down to the miniſtry which ſhould continue to the 
end. Page. 20, 21. And by all your arguing, you 
plainly endeavour to repreſent, that the common mi» 
niſters of our land, have their authority in a line of 
ſucceſſion. thus down from the s.—Yet ſince 
them has been the apoſtacy of the church of Rome, 
and then the breaking off from that in the reformation z 
and in_ our nation, we are told by one of the beſt 


informed hiſtorians that this country ever bred, that 
after the nation had been overſpread with popery and 
cruelty 1n 's days, and queen Elizabeth was ad- 


vanced in her that on ** December 15, 1559, 
« Dr. Parker was conſecrated archbiſhop of Canter+ 
« bury, by three deprived biſhops : then they conſes 
wy we; the reſt.” __ ne v7 ery wk Chro- 
nology, Þ 8, From thoſe deprived biſhops theny 
the RE £ land miniſters derive theie Goctae 
fion ; and they afterwards uſed their power fo as to 

filence and deprive many of the beſt miniſters in the 
nation, for not conforming to their corrupt ways: 
Numbers of theſe came over and ſettled this country: 
and as cenſures and deprivations plainly take away all 
the authority which was given by them that lay on 
the cenſure ; ſo it ſeems that our Frm did not pre- 
tend. to aft by any power derived from the biſbeps x 
but the firſt miniſters in Selem, Boſton, and many other 
peer wrik SO by hoy x 19 ja Sec "> 
ronology, I59, 4 .. Page 73« Lea 
we have Sew Dodh cold (and I hellere-araigd that 
I. Fitch, the firſt miniſter of that church mt" 
. 
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Sr, now ſtandpaſtor of, was ordained by the chureh ; | 

the two deacons being appointed by them to perform | 

WE that work. And the Cambriage platform, and other | 
# © writings, ſoplainly expreſs it, that I can't think you 


= will deny that they held the right of ordination to - 
yy be in the church. © And if it. is now ſuppoſed that 
—o they erred therein,” yet which way will they that de- 
as ' five their ſucceſhon from them, make out a whole 
OR line clear back to-the apoſtles ? if you don't like that 


reaſon: ſhould govern in this caſe, would you have | 
us throw reaſon away ſo much,'as to believe groſs ab- | 
ſurdities to be conſiſtent truths ? Bur if this 15 not 
| enough, the truths which are given into in Mr, Hart's 
| ordination ſermon, are quite ſufficient ro ſhew the 1n- 
pi conliſtency of imagining thar miniſterial authority is 
| derived by an external line of an uninterrupted ſuc- 
| ceſſion of regular ordinations down from the apoltles. 
Hi For (1.) you obſerve, that the ſcriptures determine | 
| that biſbeps "and preſbyters, or elders, 'are the Tame. | 
i! Page 20. 'Well then, ſurely the 'Jord biſbops, which 
[1 claim ſo much ſuperiority over the preſoyters, and act 
fingle in ordinations, are. beſide the ſcripture line, 
therefore can't tranſmit thar line down to others. 
_ ''(2.) You obſerve of minifters, that ** In the diſ- 
Bl *% charge of this miniſtry given to them, they muſt 
| * uſe the' very word of reconciliation cammitted to 
* them.—An embaſſador ſent by a prince, muſt 
«keep to his orders, ſpeak the very mind_of his 
* employer, and not go a beſide his will ; for, 
* then he is beſide his buſineſs,” afts out of charac- 
* ter, and without commiſſion, So here, Carrsr's 
*embaſſadors derive their commiſſion from him, nor 
* from the church ; not from the ordainers, ' bur 
* from Cnugrsr only.” Page 24, 25. -— wag 
-- Tmas, Sir, is right ; ot cn the ſucceſſion where 
it ought to be, in the line of divine truth, and ery 
a ane 
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one that is of the truth heareth Chriſt's voice. Joh. xvii. 
47. But all that are out of that line, 4a# out of 
charafer, and without commiſſion, let them pretend to 
a deſcent from Peter or Paul, as much as they will. 
The ancient commiſſion to teach and - baptize, '1s 
plainly lirflitted there, viz. Teaching them to obſerve 
all things, whatſoever I have commanded you : and to, 1 
am with you alway even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
Matt, xxviii, 20. Jesvs never promiſed his pre- 
ſence with any who turn aſide from the line of truth, 
let them be ordained how they will : Yea, 1o far 
from it, that if Paul, or an angel from heaven, ſhould 
thus turn aſide, the cur/e and not the promiſe would 
be the conſequence. Gal. 1. 8. And where 1s the pre- 
tetant in the world, that will pretend that there has 
been an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of ordained miniſters 
clear down from the apo{tles, who have none of them 

groſsly perverted the poſpel of Chriſt ? + 
Having thus given ſome brief touches concern- 
ing the miniſtry, I ſhall nextly make a few remarks 
upon what you have ſaid about baptiſm. In your 
late diſcourſe on Sober-mindedneſs, page 16, in warn- 
ing young people againſt erroneous perſons, you fay, 
«« Sorne few, I percerve, begin already to follow ſuch; 
« and to hearken unto corrupt dofQrines, which. 
« trend to their renouncing of their infant baptiſm; 
* which you may be aſſured, is a dangerous road; 
* and ofren 1fſueth fatally; to which purpoſe 
*. might be recited, fats of ancient date mn foreign 
* countries, and in our own, enough to make both 
** ears to tingle.” ' And in the next page, you refer 
to the annabapiifts in Germany, 240 years ago, whom 
Mr. Dickinſon calls © the madmen of Maier >” But 
pray, Sir, why are we ſo often referred to them, in 
this controverſy about baptiſm ? when we havein no 
reſpe@ # whit more; if fo ou relation to them, 'ss - * 
you" 2 
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you have to the pope of Rome. Were they annabap» 
Ne ?—o is he a pedobaptift. Did they wie violence 

to ſupport their cauſe ?—ſo does. he, even impriſon- 
ment and death, to maintain his :—and let every con- 


' + ſcience judge which party has the greateſt reſem- 


blance to ſuch methods now. You know, Sir, that 
there have been numerous inſtances of late years, 
among us, of impriſonments and confiſcations. of 
goods, for no greater crime than refuſing to conform 
to, and ſupport that worſhip which you are pleading 


"for. I know *'tis pretended that thoſe . people at 


Maunfter, were the firſt that appeared againſt infant 
baptiſm z bur that 15 ſufficiently proved by mary to 
be a groundleſs pretence. Mr. Croſby, in the pro 
to the firſt volume. of his biftory of od Engliſh aptiſts, 
has produced authorities trom pedeobaprift writers, 0 

no leis than ſeven other different periods of time, 


which they affign for the original of this opinion. 
Dr. Gi!{ has done the like, in his anſwer to Mr. 


- Dickinſor's dialogue; by which, compared with Mr. 


Peter Clark's defence thereof againſt him, it appears, 
not only that many, borh of miniſters and POP ple, 
12 various parts of Germany and Switzerland, ſuffered 
death for denying infant baptiſm, ſundry years before 


that affair in Munſter ; but alſo, rhat at ſeveral diffe-. 
_ rent times, witnefies have appeared againſt that prac- 


rice, clear back to the third century ; and that is the 
earlieſt expreſs mention thereof, that Mr, Clark, with 
the help of Dr. #2/f's famous biftory of infant baptiſm, 
has. been able to bring, Near the beginning of that 
century, Origen appeared for infant baptiſm, and ſaid 
that it takes away the pollution of our birth ;* but 
7 ertullian appeared againſt it. So that we have as 
rip accounc of that praftice being oppoſed, as we 

have 


* Clart's detence, page 141. 
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have of its being expreſsly mentioned : And no 
wonder it was oppoſed, tor they called baptiſm 
regeneration, thinking, it ſeems, that being born of 
water, intends baptiſm : and if fo, then that intants 
muſt be baptiſed, or they could not be laved. 
PerMIT me therefore, here to inſert the words of 


Dr. Bariow, afrerwards biſhop of Lincoln : —he, after, \ 
much fearch into theſe things, in a letter to Mr... 


Tombes, frankly owns thus, viz.* ** The cruth 1s, I 


« do believe, pedcbaptiſm, how or by whom I know” ; 
« not, came'into the world in the ſecond century,” 7 


«* and in the third and fourth began to be practiſed, 


*« tho* not generally ; and defencied, as lawful, from © 


«*« the text groſsly miſunderſtood, Zeb. in. 5. Upon 
<« the like groſs miltake of Fohn vi. 53, they did, for 
* many centuries, both in the Greet and Lati# church, 
* communicate infants, and give them. the Lord's 


« ſupper ; and I do confels, lays he, they might do 4 


«* borh, as well as cither.” 


AnD as there is no truth in repreſenting that the * 
firſt baptiſts began at Munſter ; fo, on a caretul fearch, * 
I find, that their character has been exceeding fallely © * 
repreſented in our own nation. The chiet accounts : 
that the public have had of them, have been from their - 


adverſaries, till about twenty-five years ago, Mr. 


Thomas Croſby, of London, publiſhed a hiltory of thera, * 
in four volumes. Therein he has ſhewn, that about 
the time of the long parliament, Mr. John Tombes,. © 
Mr. Henry Feſſey, Mr. Hanſerd Knoliys, Mr. Kaveſor * 
Powel, and many others, who had been educated at 7? 
the univerſities in England, and were as pious and - 
ſucceſsful as almoſt any preachers in their day, em- - 
braced the baptiſt principles, and Tultered a great * 
deal therefor too, with a courage and PLyencs equat 


ll 
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, Crg/b/'s hiltory, preface, page 50. 
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to any of the witneſſes for Cyrist in that day. And 
a great part of what they ſuffered was from the Pref- 
byterians, who when they had got the power into 
their own hands, wrote and acted ſmartly againſt to- 
lerating other ſe&s : tro which Dr. Warts evidently 
refers, when he fays, * © *Tis a pain and ſhame to our 
&« eyes to look backward upon other times, and to. 
 * beholdpamphlets written againſt toleration, by ſuch 
it asare wlaiſier of the goſpel of peace, that perfect 
= * law of liberty. *T'was their opinion then, (and they 
” ** told the world fo in print) that /ſefaries ought to 
* < be filenced by the civil power. Now ſe#ary is a 
+ name of broad dimenſions, and has a terrible 
 *< ſtretch with it ; the long ſcourge would in time 
> <- reach all thoſe who differ from the hand that ma+ 
 * nages that weapon of chaſtiſement + none muſt be 
17 © authorized to preach in any form, but by the ſo- 
13 * lemnity of impoſing hands, by a company of autho- 
* © rized men.” I wiſh our country was clear of ſuch a 
temper in theſe days. Burt to proceed ;—thoſe expe- 
* rimental writers Bunyan and Keach, + whoſe works 
=: have been greatly eſteemed by our pious fathers, 
= were of this denomination ; and the author, of that 
5 maſterly piece, Delauine's ples for the nonconformifts, 
7 was/a member of Mr. Keach's church, in London. 
3 Mr. Thomas Wilcox, who wrote the choice drop of honey 
* from the rock CarisT, which has been muchefteemed 
| in New-England, was paſtor of a baptiſt church alſo 

gn that city. . 
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Bur time would fail to ſpeak of many other noble 
witneſſes and ſufferers, of this perſuaſion, in that 
land ; therefore I will come to the ſettlers in News- 
England ,—and I find, that of the two churches which 

r{t ſeparated in England, and then moved into Hot- 
land, before they came here, one of them, (viz. Mr. 
Smith's church) mainly .£mbraced the baptiſt princi- 
ples, and numbers of them afterwards moved back to 
Londen, and promoted the ſame there ;* tho* their 
diſſenting Ki. v3 treated them very roughly there- 
for ; which diviſions among themſelves were improved 
then as an argument againſt all the ſeparation from 
the national church, + * Ler us, (faid an authorthen) 
* look amang the ſeparated congregations, and con- 
* ſider their manifold diviſions, both in zudgment and 
* prattice; and there we cannot but ſee a babel of 
«*« confuſion, ſeparating each from other,” &c. juſt 
as you argue againſt us now. | Dr. Cotton Mather ob- 
ſerves, | that the moſt eminent reformers, in their 
writings, uſed to repreſent the annabapiiſts to be, *© an 
© 1nordinate kind of men, ſtirred up by the devil, to 
* the deſtruction of the goſpel, &c.—Neverthelels, 
«* (fays he) it 1s well known, that of later time, there 
* have been a great many aniipedebaptiſts, who have. 
«*« neyer deſerved ſo hard a charactter among the 
* churches of Gov. Infant baptiſm hath been ſcru- 
** pled by multitades in our days, who have been in 
«& 9:"ge pepnth moſt worthy chriſtians, and as holy, 
« watchful, fruitful and heavenly people, as perhaps 
* any.in the world. Some fey of theſe people have 
«« been among the planters of New-England, from the 
* beginning.” But after they proceeded to form 
3 diſtindt church of that perſuaſion, at Boſton, on May 

28, 
_— — — —— 

* Crofby's hiſtory, vol. I. page 91, 272. | + Cre/oy's hiſto- 

Ty, vol. I. page 93, Þ Eccl. hilt. New-Eng/azd, lib. VU. p. 26. 
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£83, 1665, he obſerves, that the court enafted ſome 
Jaws againſt them : tho” he elſewhere ſays of Plymouth 
c2lony, which had one ſuch church among them (1. e. 
at Stwanzey) that * <* there being many good men 
* among thoſe, —I do nor know that they have been 
&* perſecuted with any harder means, than kind con- 
* ferences to reclaim them.” And in a late piece, 
E find, that colony, never made any capital laws 


againit the Quakers, as others did. + Here remark ; 


Plymouth ſettlers left the national church, and ſuffered 
for itin their native land ; bur the Maſſachuſetts ſet- 
tlers chiefly ſhunned that crdſs, till they had gotten 
on this ſide the ocean ;Þ and they were moſt forward 
to perſecute all that diſſented from them here.—And 
ſo it generally has proved, that thoſe who have ſut- 
fered for conſcience ſake themſelves, are not fo for- 
ward to croud upon the conſciences of their neigh- 
bours, as others are. " 

- Now to come to later times, by ** fafts enough 
to make both ears to 'tingle,” I preſume, Sir, you 
don't mean the large donations of Thomas Hollis, Eſq; 
of London, to Harvard College ;, nor the liberal gifts 
of Mr. Iſaac Hollis, towards the goſpelizing the [nd:- 
ens at Srockbridge, whom Dr. Colman calls a pious bap- 
tiſt miniſter near London. F As to the former of theſe, 
waen the news of his death came over, Dr. Colman, 
preached a funeral ſermon for him, before the Gene- 
ral Court in Boſton, on April 1, 173r, which was 
printed by their order. Dr. Wiggleſworth, and Mr. 
Greenwood, the two profeſſors in the college which 
bore his name, printed each of them a diſcourſe on 
c the 


————_—_—. _— ———_—_—_ 


————————— —_— 


® Lib. I. p. 14. vide Crefby's hiſt. vol. I. p. 112, 113, 120. 
"+ Account of Plymouth church, at the end of Mr. Robbins's 
ordination ſermon, 1760, page 15. 

._ T Prince's Chronology, page 237. 
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the ſame occaſion ; to which preſident Wadſworth, 
wrote a preface, In theſe, Mr. Wadſworth, atter men- 
tioning of other benefactions, ſays, ** But the late 
« Thomas Hollis, Eſq; of London, merchant, now gone 
« to his everlaſting reſt, did in his donations to our 
« college, far fray; any other of its benefaQtors,” 
Mr. Greenwood calls him, © that unpararelled bene- 
factor to this ſociety :* and Dr. Wigglefworth ſays, 
that © by his irequent and ample benefattions, for 
«*« the encouragement of theological, as well as human 
* knowledge among us, who are chriſtians of a dif< 
« ferent denomination from himſelf, he hath ſet ſuch 
« an example, of a generous, catholic, and chriſtian 
* ſpirit, as hath never before fallen within my obſer- 
« yation, nor ſo far as I now remember, within 

« reading.” Dr. Coleman lays, ** That which 1s fin- 
«* oular in the piety and benefits of Mr. o!/is, unto 
« theſe churches, was, that tho* he was not ſtriftly 
« of our way, ncr in judgment with us in the 
« point of infant baptiſm, yet his heart and hand was 
« the ſame to us, as if we had been one in opinion 
« and practice with him. And in this let him ſtand 
« a teaching pattern and cr to us, of a noble, 
* chriſtian, catholic, apoſtolic ſpirit of love z which 
*« makes thoſe that differ in lefler matters, to receive 
« one another to the glory of Gov, and a ſhinin 
« teſtimony againſt a narrow party fpirit, which 19 
* ſo much the diſgrace and detriment of rhe profeſ- 
*« tant intereſt; and which ſo early began among the 
« diſciples of Jesvs, and was rebuked by him, even 
« in 7obn himſelf, that apoſtle of love and charity 
« afterwards, wh- once faid ro Cnxisr, in a fret of 
« zeal, Maſter, we ſaw one caſting out devils m thy 
« name, and be followeth not us, and we forbid him, be- 
« cauſe be followeth not us. But Jeſus jaid forbid tim 
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Tz dottor goes on to ſhew what it was that fixed 
and enlarged that generous heart to do theſe things : 
Says he, © It was ſome account Mr, Holits received 
&* from us, of the free and catholic air we breathe at 
* gur Cambridze,—that took his generous heart, &c,”* 
But .where- is this free and catholic air gone now, 
when thoſe who embrace Mr. Holly's ſentiments 
abour baptiſm, are ſtigmatized with the moſt odious 
characters and, names, that ſcripture or hiſtory can 
farniſh ? and that by thoſe who are eſteemed fathers of 
their country. 

THrar there have been bad men in this and other 
countries, that were called baptiſts, I don't ſcruple ; 
and I have as little thought that you, Sir, will pre- 
tend any other concerning your own denomination. 
If ſome of our perſuaſion formerly left family prayer, 
and a regard to the chriſtian ſabbath, £&c. which you 
mention ;—ſo many en your fide perſecuted them 
with impriſonment. and baniſhment : And the late 

r. Cooper, of Boſton, declares, that © the religion 
* that allows of, and dire&ts to the perſecution of 

< thoſe that diſſent from it, wears the mark and 
* brand of a falic religion.” And I have great rea- 
ſon to think that thoſe perſecutions had a great in- 
fluence in driving many Fore the obſervance of many 
things which were right, that the oppoſite party held. 
Antipathy has a ſtrange influence on the mind ; and 
to my knowledge, many of the preſent generation 
ave made uſe of thoſe hard dealings, as an argu- 
ment againſt family worſhip ; juſt as others would of 


+5 - 


their looſe behaviour againſt believers OPSIns but 
truth ought to be received for it's own ſake, let who 
will own, or deny it. 
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® See Crofby's hiſtory, vol. IV. page 217, 218, 222, 226, 229. 


© + Sermon on Joſh, xxiv. 15. page 224 
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- Yov, Sir, profeſs a great zeal for the religion of 
our fathers, and repreſent us as going in the way of 
apoſtacy therefrom. Bear with me then, while we a 
little further conſider this charge. NY 

THey held, * that every particular church of 
« CurisT 18 only to confiſt of ſuch as appear to be- 
* lieve in, and obey him.”* And in admitting mem- 
bers, their cuſtom was, to confeſs with the mouth, or 
verbally to declare what GopD bad done for their Jouls. 
Plymouth church alter'd from this cuſtom, to writing 
relations, in 1705.+ Some others, I ſuppoſe, did. 
ſooner ; and from that, many have got to drop the 
wing of any relation at all, And as to baptiſm, our 
+2 held, that none ſhould bring their children 
thereto, but church members; but when another ge- / 
neration was coming on te have children, and yet 
many of them had nat faith to bring their offspring, 
this occaſioned great ſtruggles about the ſubzects of 
baptiſm, to remove which, a ſynod was called twenty- 
leven years after Botox was firit ſettled ; but thar did 
not do 1t : therefore another was convencd in Boſton, 
in 1662, which adviſed to the receiving of peg to 
own the covenant, or what 1s vulgarly called the 
way members ; which was readily acceded to. Þ 
many, tho* Plymouth church did not conſent to it wll 
1731.5 From that, many have got the othey half 
way now : and what leſs, Sir, are you and your bre- 
thren adoing, when you aflert,h that the covenant with 
Abraham and his ſeed, is the fame now, in the form 
and manner of it, as it was under the old diſpenſation ? 
I iuppoſe all allow that the church then was national. 
C Further 
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* New-England Chronology, þ \# © 0 
+ Account at the end of Mr. Robhine' ſermon, Page 31. 
t Account aforeſaid, page 24. | | 

; Appendix to Mr. Dickir/on's dialogue, page 1, 2, 3. 
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Further you aſſert, that © Cnr1sT eſteemed thoſe 


« little ones as believers, vinbly fo. And now is 1t 


« Chrift-like to caſt them off, as if not belonging to - 


*« the viſible church ? Alas ! whar are thoſe peo- 
« ple a doing, who are excluding infants from the 


« viſible church ?? And after mentioning that text, 
Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this rock I will build my church, 


and the gates of hell- ſhall not prevail againſt it, you 
add, ** theſe powers of hell, will by various engines 
« attempt it; and one of them may be endeavour- 
« 1ng to exclude infants from the viſible church and 
« baptiſm.” And paraphraſing a little further, you 
fay, © And 1s not this promiſe, that the gates of bell 
* ſhall not prevail againſt it, conne&ed with the cove- 
< nant made with Abrabam and bis ſeed, to all gene- 
* rations, {ſecuring among the reſt, this part of the 
« viſible church, <2. the infant ſeed of his people ?” 
If this don't favour ſtrongly of a national church, I 
defife to know what does? All are infants before 
they are adult ; and if all the infants of profeſſors are 
viſible believers, ©* belong to the viſible church,” 
and are © part of the + viſible church, which are 
« ſecured upon the rock by Carr's promiſe,” then 
how miſtaſten were our fathers, in ſo often declaring 
that the goſpel church is not national ! Indeed, they 
were not aware, that infant baptiſm laid the founda- 
tion of 2 national church, as now *ns fully prov'd 
that it did :--here therefore we part z--we retain the old 
ſentiments about the church, and the manner of ad- 
mitting members. into it, and drop that point which 
is of 2 contrary nature : that point you take, and 
build _—_ another church than our fathers had any 
Or. 

LET it be further obſerved, that the baptifs are 
often repreſented to be unſound in the doctrines of 
grace, and you repreſcat, that their ſentiments about 

| baptilm 
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baptiſm have a dangerous tendency :—but what ten- 
dency has it to tell children that they are born in co-- 
venant with Gop, and that they are tured upon the 
rock by CazisT's promiſe ? Nay, Mr. Dickin/en, 10 
his dialogue, page 30, in order finally to convince- 
his neighbour that our infants are in covenant with \» 
Gov, favs thus, * The covenant of works included 
* the children of Adam,—now then, it Adam's Homer 
« rity were taken into, and conſidered as in the coz - 
«© venant of works, can you think Gop leaves our_” 7 
* the children of his people from the covenant of 
« grace?” What ! are our natural offspring born 
in the covenant of grace, as Adam's were in the cove- 
nant of works ?—where then 18s: the need of. being 
born again f” : 
Oncs more : You, Sir, tell young people that 
erroneous perſons © make it their\buſineſs, by ſome 
* means, to get their affections firſt, that they mighs 
« more eaſily blind their judgment, or flatter their 
s Ha inflame their prejudice, &c.”* Bur I defire 
q to know. what you are doing in many of theſe pal- _ 
© lages ? In ſome of them, while you are expreſlin 
| your affe&tion for children, it ſeems as if you would 
liken us to. ſavages that murderfamilies of little ones : 
as for inſtance, where you ſay, © are they not taking 
*. {ome direct courſe to deſtroy the gfe þ by pluck- 
* ing up the ſeed of it ? like as aSwdi bp, a nurſery, 
«* 15 committing a waſte on the orchard.” Appendix, 
page 2, Now deſtroying a nurſery, and killing of it, 
ſuppoſe are the ſame. Let the compariſon then _ * 
be examined. —David was born of renin parents; ,| | 
yet he ſays, he was conceived in fin ; and elſewhere he 
compares ſinners to thorns ;+ well, I preſume, no. 
| prudent 


ry 
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- Sober-mindednels, page 16. | 
+ P/al. lic 5. 2 Sam, xxmu. 6, 
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rudent hufbandman will think his orchard injured, 
vi refuſing to tranſplant a nurſery of thorns tmto i, 
*rill they are graffred, or changed into apple trees. 
The application is eafy. While therefore you, Sir, 
ſpeak againſt others blending the judgment, by in- 
flaming the paſſions, pray don't do the fame thing. 
I once knew what it was to have my mind held 
long in fuſpence about theſe things, and one great 
means of it, was ſuch injurious repreſentations as I 
have mentioned, which cauſed me to enlarge more 
upon them : but I will now give you polinvely a 
brief ſummary of the ſcripture grounds of my preſent, 
principles and practice about baptiſm. 

Anp as to Abraham's covenanr, in Ger. xvii. where 
all the controverſy centers, let it be called by whar 
name it well ; yet, this FI find is certain, that it in- 
cluded all his houſhold, and that every male therein, 
whether born in his houſe, or bought with money, were 
ordered to be exrcumcited, Accordingly he ctrcum- 
ciſed himfel, his fon, and all the men of his houſe ; 
which, I conceive, conftituted the old teſtament 
church. Well, in 7aco#'s trme, this church went into 
Exypt, where they endured a long feafon of bondage, 
*ull by an almighty hand they were delivered; and 
then the paſſover was inſtituted, and the rutes con- 
cerning 1t were yery exprels, that no ancirarmciſed per- 
fon ſhould eat thereof : but every man's ſervant that was 
bought for money, when he was circumcifed, thers /bould 
be eat thereof : al! the hs hope of Iſrael ſhould keep it. 
Exod. xii. 43—48. Here the hmits of the church 
to be the ſame that was given, to Abraham, 
and that what qualified for circumciſion, did alſo for 
the paſſover; and no room is left to diſpute, bnt that 
the church was national. This church I followed on to 
mount Sna:, where many other inſtitutions and rules 
were given to them, and among the reſt, a great deal 
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1s ſaid about the fleſh of perſons being defiled, and 
made unclean, and concerning the means and man- 
ner of cleanſing: and. one particular 1s, that, If a 
woman have concerved ſeed, and borne a man -ehild, then 
ſhall be unclean ſeven days —and in the eighth day, the { | 
of his foreſkin ſoatl be circumciſed. Lev. x1. 2, 3. In 
this, I conceive, is diſcovered the plain reaſon why 
Abrabam was direfted to circumcife his ſeed at erght 
days old, and not before ; even becauſe he who knew 
all his works and deſigns from the beginning, knew 
what precepts and direCtions he deſigned to give to 
that cheeks to ſhew who were clean, and who not : 
and therefore he ordered it fo, that noge might be 
circumciſed till they were clean. And the apoſtle * 
ſhews, that thoſe cleanſing of the fleſh, were typical 
of moral and ſpiritual cleanſings of the fou! : for, ſays 
he, if the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the afhes of 
an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſan#ifieth to the purify- 
ins of the fleſh ; how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
who thro" ihe eternal ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God, purge your conſcience from dead works, to ſerve the 
Irving God ? Heb. ix. 13, 14. And ſurely, to be clean 
in this ſenſe, 1s as neceſlary a qualification for ſpecial 
ordinances 1n the goſpel church, as the other was in 


the Jewiſh church'* This will further appear if we 
obſerve, 
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* As to that text, in 1 Cor. vii. 14, of children's being called 
holy, which is often brought in this controverſy, it appears, that 
the apoſtle is there anſwering a'caſe of my gh 5. 
wrote to him 'about, (wer. 1.) which was doubtleſs © | 
by their reading in Ezra, x. 3, that the Jews were obliged to pur. 
away all the wives, and ſuch as vere born of them, which they 
raken of other nations, that were not of their relighny. This 
- might naturally cauſe the enquiry, whether they muſt do ſo now 
or not ? The anſwer is, no :—for the unbelieving com is 
. Jandified, and the children holy. So the ſame apoſtle elſewhere 
{ays, of various creatures, which in Me/es's law were called an-  _ 
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6bſerve, that when the iniquity of the Jerws was got 
to ſuch a height, as to bring upon them the Beby- 
loniſh captivity, that Gop did then, by the prophet 
Zeremiah, not only promiſe their return from thence, 
but alſo declares, that, ©* Behold, the days come, 
{© ſaith the Lozp, that I will make a new covenant 
* with the houſe of [rae/, and with the houſe of 
6 Fudah : XOT ACCORDING to the covenant that I 
«& made with +their fathers in the day that I took 
+ .them by the hand, to. bring them out of the land 
i of Egypt ; (which my covenant they brake, altho' I 
*.was an huſband unto them, ſaith the Lozp)---but 
. * this is the covenant that I will make with the houſe 
 « of Ifrael3—after thoſe days,/ſaith the Lorp, I will 
«« put my law 1in their inward- parts, and-write 4t in 
<«« their hearts 5 and- will be their Gop, and they 
«* ſhall be my. people : and they ſhall reach:no more 
_ * every man his neighbour, and every man his br6- 
_* ther, ſaying, Know the Lorp : for they ſhall 
** all know me, from the leaſt of them, to the great- 
* eſt of them, ſaith the Loxp : for I will forgive I 
* their iniquity, and I will remember their ſin no 
* more.” Fer. XXXl. 31—34. , 1 
Tris " 
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clean, they are /anfified by the word of Gov and prayer. 1 Tim. 2 
i.5;. i.e. They are, by the law of Chrift, made warrantable for F 
to be thankfully received and improved now by his ſaints ; fo 
mn this caſe, I conceive, he held forth, that if the unbeliever is | 
pleaſed to dwell with the believer, that family privileges may be 
Oey enjoyed, and family duties acceptably od. by 
believing ſouls : 2/c; if their companions muſt be put away, then a 
their children, as unclean things, muſt be put away too. This I k 
take to be the plain ſenſe of the words : for by comparing the i 
various places in ſcripture, where theſe terms are uſed, I find, | | 


that the ſenſe of the word /an&ified, is ever full as ſtrift as the 

_— 0 » therefore, if the one does here intitle the children + [ 
aptiſm, the other muſt give the unbelieving companion, as E: 

= = right thereto; which, I preſume, will hardly- be/ allowed by 4 
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 Tm1s prophecy 15 exprefsly apphed to Cunisr's 
aboliſhing the conſtitution and- ordinances of the 
Hebrew church, and introducing a better covenant, 
eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. Heb. viii. 6-13: 
That covenant when they came out of Zgypt, was 
made with /teral, this with ſpiritual Iſrael : that was 
made with Abraham's natural ſeed; this with his ſpis 
ritual children. And I really think, «that the chief 
controverſies among Gop's people, about the fub- 
jets of goſpel ordinances, are principles cauſed by 
their not duly diſtinguiſhing between type and 
anti-type, and between the natural and fpiritual feed 
of Abraham, which Paul takes ſo much pains ro keep 
diſtinct, See Rom. ii. 28, 29, and ix. 619. | Phit: 
mM. 3. Andas the covenant here {poken of, which 


conſtitutes the 'goſpel church, is declared to be wor * 


according to that which was made with the church of 
Ifrael, when they came out of Egypt, but a better one, 
may we take a little view of the difference? Some of 
the excellencies of ih;5 above that, are,—that was out- 
ward in their fleſh ;, this is written in the heart.” Many 
that were in that covenant, had not eyes to fee, nor 
ears 10 bear :* while all that are in this, know the Lord, 


from the leaſt "to the greateſt. Great numbers-af #has 
church brake Gop's covenant, and he regarded them note 


but of theſe, he ſays, 7 will- forgive" their iniquity; 
remember their fin no more. And let it be particul; 
noted, that one principal advantage which they 

by circumciſion, was that, + wnto them were committed 
the oracles of Ged', and many means were uſed fop 
the converſion of members thin the church: 
whereas now, the goſpel is freely preached to all nations, 
and the {rely ones, which are the materials'for this 
ſpiritual bouſe,F which is rhe anti-type of Solomon's 
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temple, are prepared without, * before they are builded 
for an habitation of God, thro" the ſpirit.+ 
And I believe this is the plain deſign of thoſe words, 
that they ſhall teach no more every man his brother, ſay- 
ing, Know the Lord ; even becauſe rhey fall all know 
bim, from the leaſt to the greateſk : which turely canuot 
be intended to prohibit public or private teachings, 
in goſpel times ; but that all that are truly in this 
covenant, do know. Gov, and have not that to learn 


- Now ; and therefore evidences of perſons being in 


ſuch a ſtate, ſhould ever be carefully look'd after, in 
order for admiflion into the church. 
EXACTLY agreeable hereto, is the language of the 


eneſſenger that came to prepare the way of our Loud ; 
for when he ſaw many of the Phariſees and Sadducees 


come to his bapii/m, he ſaid unto them, O generation 


of wipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come ? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 
And think not to ſay. within yourſelves, we bave Abra- 
bam to our father : for 1 ſay unto you, that God is able 
of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abreham, Matt. 
i. 7—9g. How plainly does this ſhew, that hence- 
forth Abraham's children are to be reckoned not in a 
natural, but in a ſpiritual line, even that they are 
vnly ſuch as Gop hath raiſed #p to him, by his creat- . 
ing power ? and that fruits meet for repentance, are 
neceflary to prepare any perſon for baptiſm. And 


thro? all the accounts that we have of his adminiſtra- 


' tions of that ordinance, no intimations appear of any 


children's being brought thereto on 'their parents 

right. | 

Wetrr, if he gave no ſuch.intimations, yet you 

fay his maſter did, when he ſaid, © ſuffer lictle chil- 

* dren, and forbid them not, to come ro me, for of 
25 a * fuch 


- 
2. 


T Eph. It. y 4 


ee Oe CCC 


( $589 


& ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” Tho' upon a care- 
ful ſearch into this affair, I can find no account who 
thoſe children's parents were, nor the leaſt hint that _ 
this liberty and invitation to come to b1m, was Iimitted 
only to the children of believers. No,—but without 
any ſuch limitation, he ſays, /uffer little children to come 
to me; and when we have evidence that any, let them 
be as little as they will, have really come to Chriſt, *tis 
readily granted that they belong to his kingdom, and 
have a right to the ordinances thereof. And as that 
call ro come to him 1s not limitted to believers children, 
fo neither does he ſay, a// ſuch, but of ſuch is the king- 
dem of heaven; which, I believe, comprehends theſe 
two things, viz. 1. That the chief of. them that eyer 
do come to him, and fo belong to the kingdom®of 
grace here, and of glory hereafter, come in their 
carly days. David, ſpeaking of the conquelts of this 
lorious king, and of his. people's being willing in 
the day of his power, ſays, pe the womb of the morn- 
ing, thou baſt the dew of thy youth. Pal. cx. 3. 
2. That none belong to that kingdom but little chil- ,, 
dren, in a ſpiritual ſenſe : hence, *tis immediately. . * 
added in Mark x. 15. Verily I jay unto you, whoſoever 
ſhall nat receive the kingdom of God as a little child, be 
ſhall not enter therein, 
Tr1s is further confirm'd by Meatr. xvii. whete 
you ſay, © 'CarisT eſteemed thoſe little ones as be- 
lievers, viſibly ſo,” as if all the little children of - 
proteflors were eſteemed believers : tho* what the 
evangeliſt ſays, is, that Teſus called a little child unto 
him, and ſet him in the midſt, &c.—and he ſaid, J/bo- 
foever therefore ſhall humble himſelf as Tm1s little child, 
the ſame 1s greateſt in the kingdom of heaven. Ver. 2,4. 
Which ſhews that this Httle child was a real faint. 
And that he was fo, is further evidenced by two 
things ; one 1s, that Curi1sT ſays the ſame of receiv- 


ing of him, as he does elſewhere of receiving the © - 
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apoſtles, viz. Whoſcever ſhall receive one $vucn little 
child, recerveth me. Ver. 5. Matt. x. 4o; The other 
is, that Jesus ſays of heſe /ittle ones which believe in 
him,. that, in heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of my father. Ver. 10. Now the angels are /ent 
forth to minifter for the heirs of ſalvation. All which 
proves plain enough, that we ought earneſtly to 
labour, to ſhew to children the neceſſity of believ- 
ing in Cyr1sT, and that many little ones do believe 
in him : bur *tis ſo far from proving that CurrsT 


 eſteem'dall the natural offspring of his people ro be 


believers, that I really think fuch a notion is both 
falſe and dangerous. 

AnpD if we come to the commiſſion, in Matt. 
XXv1li. 19. our tranſlation ſays, Go, teach all nations, 
baptizing them. Mr. Dickinſon renders it, diſciple all 
nations, and Dr. Dodderidge, proſeiyte all nations; either 
of which plainly carries in it, that there is a work to be 
done to the ſubjects, before they are baptized: namely, 
that they are firſt to be ;aught, to be made di/ciples, or ' 
proſelytes ; (ſee 7ob. iv. 1.) which is abundantly con- 
firmed by the evangeliſt Mark, chap. xvi. 15. 16. Go 
ye zuto all the world, and preach the goſpel ts every crea- 
ture : be that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 
What can be plainer than this 1s? that CnrisT's or- 
ders are to preach the goſpel to all nations, and that he 
that behieveth it, and ſo becomes his diſciple, is to be 
baptized: bur not the leaſt word. of direction to bap- 
tize any other, And as lictle warrant (I believe) can be 
tound from the apoſliles praftice : for when the three 
thouſand were pricked in their hearts, and cried, 
What ſhall we do ? Peter jaid unto them, repent, and be 
"baptized every one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall recetve the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt : for the promiſe is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
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Hers let it be obſerved, that what is promiſed, 
is the remiſſion of fins, and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.--- 
No, fays Mr. Dickin/on, © it was the promiſe made 
to Abraham.” Well, let it be fo; bur what 15 that 
promiſe ? why, ſays Paul, CnrisT hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law,---that the bleſeng of Abraham 

might come on the Gentiles, thre* Jeſus Chrift ; "that we 
might receive the promiſe of the ſpirit thro faith. Gal. 
Ii. 13, 14. And now, how much ditference'ts there 
between Peter and Pau! ? both ſpeak of the promiſes ; 
and the BGlefſings which both point out, are parden, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt: likewiſe, both 
ſpeak of them, not as things which belong to any by 
nature ; but as that which 1s to be received as a gift : 
and one ſays, repent and ye ſhall recezve this gift ; the 
other ſpeaks of receiving it thro” faith. All which be-: 
ſpeak,” tat none are heirs of that promiſe, bur re- 
penting and believing ſouls ; and it 1s hmirted in 
Peter's words, to even as many as God ſball call. If it 
be aſked, why then did he ſay, to you and your chil- 
dren ?. I reply, that they had imprecated the guilt of 
CHRIsT's blood on themſelves and their children,* 
which now lay heavy on their conſciences ; there- 
fore he holds forth a remedy equal to heir miſery, 
even that- the gif?s of pardoning and renewing grace 
are in the promiſe freely proclaimed to them, and to 
their children, and to all that are afar off; and as 
many as come at. the call of Gov, ſhall recerve theſe 
great bleſſings : and fo we read, in ver. 41, that hey 
that gladly recerved his word, were baptized ; but no 
hint 1s given, that any others were baptized but ſuch. 
The ſame might. be ' obſerved in the other accounts 
that we have in that book; yea, and that in the very 
bouſholds which Mr. Dickinſon mentions ; for! when 


Paul and Silas went out of priſon, they viſited the 
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houſe of Lydia, and thoſe which they found there are 
called brethren, and they comforted them, and departed. 
Acts xvi, 40. Concerning the jailor's houſe, rhe 
word all is uſed three times ; they ſpake the word 
to all that were in his houſe ;—al7 were baptized , 
and he rejoiced, believing in Gop with a7 his houſe. 
Atts xvi. 32—34. And why that word ſhould in- 
clude more in the middle, than in the beginning and 
end of the account, I can ſee no reaſon at all. —And 
the houſhold of Stephbanzs are called, the firſt fruit of 
Achaia, and had eddifted themſelves to the miniſtry of the 
ſaints. 1 Cor. xvi. 45. A pious houſhold indeed ! 
and it muſt be proved, that there were ſome in theſe 
families thabwere baptized when they were not pious, 
before they can juſtly be brought tor proof that we 
ſhould baptize any others now. 

I know *tis ſaid, that tho* we have noexpreſs men- 
tion of any others being baptized but behevers ; yer, 
from Abraham's covenant we have reaſon to think 
their infants were brought in afterwards, and the de- 
mand 1s often made thus,—*< Children were once in 
covenant, and where were they cut off?” To which I 
anſwer, when rae! came out of Egypt, one direCtion 
which was given to them was, that when a ſtranger 
would join with them, all bis males ſhould be circum- 
ciſed ;*, which ſhews what was the plan of the cove- 
nant when they came out of Egypt : but fince, Gop 
declares, the new covenant is ot according to that ; and 
the ſpecial difference is, that all who are in this xew, 
or goſpel covenant, know him, from the leaſt to the 
greateſt. I wonder that any will {till perfiſt 1n thar 
demand. —And iince_ they do, I will add one text 
more, which I was lately pointed to by a friend; 7s 
zwit, the teſtimony of the apoſtle James, and the elders 
with him at Jeruſalem. When Paul returned, and 

had 
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had given them an account of his ſucceſs among the 
Gentiles, they glorified Gop, and then told him of a 
complaint that the zealous Jews had heard of him, 
which was, That thou teacheſt all the Jews which are 
among the Gentiles to forfake Moſes, ſaying, that they 
ought not to circumciſe their children, neither to walk after 
the cuſtoms. As touching the Gentiles. which believe, 
lay they, we have written and concluded that they obſerve 
NO SUCH THINGS. As xxl. 21—25, 

NoT only that they ſhould nor obſerve the cuſtom 
of circumciſing their children, * but xo ſuch things : 
nothing that bore any reſemblance tro bringing 
children into the church on their parents right. 

Now, Sir, ſince Cnr1sT's forerunner warned the 
Jews againſt thinking to come to baptiſm on Abra- 
bam's right, and told them they muſt bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance ; ſince CarisT himſelf, 
called little children to come ro him; but ſays nota 
word of their being brought to baptiſm before they do 
come tohim ; yea, inſtead of that, he in the commiſſion 
orders that all nations be taught and believe before they 
are baprized : and ſince, his miniſters, in obedience 
thereto, baptized theſe that gladly received the word 
at Feruſalem ; they that believed Philip's preaching 
at Samaria ;* and fuch as heard and believed at C9- 
'rinth,+ &c. bur no account of their baptizing any 
but ſuch :—And on the other hand, fince Gop de- 
clares that the new covenant 1s not according to that 
which he made with rac, when he -brought them 
out of Egypt ; and that one ſpecial difference is, that 
all who are in this covenant know him, and have his 
law written in their hearts ; and fince no cuſtom like 
circumciſing children on their parents account, was to 
be obſerved among the believing Gentiles, T dare not 
follow the multitude in bringing children to the ini- 
tating 
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ating ordinance of the goſpel church on their pa- 
rents faith, let there be as great or good men as there 
will that do it; knowing that I have but one maſter 
1n all theſe things, to whom I muſt give account. 
” © And 1 believe his orders are, that none ſhould be ad- 
* - mirred into the miniſtry but faithful men, or men full 
© of faith and the Holy Ghoſt, and that none ought to 
© be received into the church but real behevers. 

THro* when things are brought up to this point, 
many ſtart off and fay, © we can't know who are 
& ſuch, and who not.” And if it 1s replied, that 
= CHrnrisT ſays, you fball know them, The queſtion 1s 
preſently put, © What! are you znfallible?” and 
after putting the word /atisfafory on one de, and in- 
fallible on the other, hot diſputes have followed, which 
have often been carried to extremes on both ſides, in 
our days. Yer, after all this noiſe, CarisT's word 
ſtands good fiiil; Give not that which is holy unto dogs ; 
and, beware of falſe prophets. Ye ſpall know them by 
their fruits. Matt. vii. 6, 15, 16, © Aye, fay ſome, 
* if men live ſcandalous lives, we may know them 
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& have charity tor them.” But TI believe that our 
WorD has given the beſt explanation of this rule 
mumſelf : For, ſays he, every tree is known by his own 
fruit :—a good man out of the good treaſure of his heart, 
= w#ringeth forth that which is good , and an evil man, out 

* of ihe evil treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth that which 
. 2s evil: for out of the abundance of the beart his mouth 
- ſpeaketh. Luke vi. 44, 45. This ſhews, that by 
= »/r«t, he means that which is brought forth out of the 
= -zeart, particularly by /p-aking ; which ſurely compre- 

* hends a perſon's principles, experiences, and'conver- 
ſation. And tho? by ſbrep's loathing or a plauſible 
- ſhew of religion, fome may impoſe upon Gov's peo- 
* Pleat firſt; yet ho holds forth, that out of the abun- 
* dance of the heart, they will diſcover themſelves. 


© + *® to be bad men; but if they are moral, we muſt. 
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And, dear Sir, if you had cloſely adhered to this 
rule, I hardly think you would have told th epublic as 
you do, that, © the F1rsT inquiry ſhould be, are they 
« miniſters of Cax1sT's ſending? and have theygood 
* right to att in the capacity of public teachers," 
before we hear - them? neither, 1 preſume, would 
you have ſignined (as you largely do) that a principal 
mark of deceivers, 18, their pretending to greater /an#Fity 
and concern for ſouls, than the regular or ſtanding minif- 
ters. + As if Carist and his apoſtles, and multitudes 
of reformers ſince, did not profeſs greater ſanctity and 
concern for fouls than thoſe. who called themſelves the 
regular and ſtanding miniſters of their day. Nay, a 
plea of being the regular and ſtanding miniſtry, has - 
often been one man pretence by which corrupt men - 
have ſupported themſelves againſt the power of God- 
lineſs. Witneſs the Phariſees, who plead that: they 
were Abraham's children, and Meoſes's diiciples ; and 
the Pope that claimis a ſucceſſion from Peter, &c. 
whereas, all ought to be tried by this divine ſtand- 
ard ; and thoſe that are found by their fruits to be 
good trees, ſhould be owned as fuch; and all that are 
found by their frutts to be corrupt trees, we ought to be- 
ware of, let them have been introduced how they will - 

Herz again, *tis faid, * you mult not judge.”%— 
Permit me then to add a word about that alſo. And 
I find that a judging according to rule 1s required in 
church government and diſcipline; 1 Cor. v. 12. 
and fo it is about what we read or hear. Paul tells 
the Corinthians, to judge what be ſaid. 1 Cor. x. 15. 
And no man ought ts be judged before we hear bim. 
Fob. vii. 51. But, to judge ofter the fiefp, and accord- 
Ing to outward eppearance ; to judge others for their 


motes, while a beam 1s'in our own eyes, and for the 
© ſame things that we do ourſelves,” are dreadful evils. 
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Matt. vii. 1—5. Fohn vil. 24, and vill. 15. Rom. 
lu. 1. And fo are the ſpeaking evil, and judging of 
per/ons behind their backs. P/al. 1. 20. Jam/iv. 11. 
And ſpeaking evil of things which they know not, nor 
underſtand the nature of. Jude x. And a great 
branch of this evil, is judging,pious perſons, becauſe 
they differ from us in ſome external points, which men 
may have different ſentiments about, and yet be re- 
cerved of Gop. Rom. xiv. Col. n. 16. "Tis exceeding 
natural for us to think that all who hold ſentiments 
different from ours, are influenced by bad monives : 
but thts we are cautioned againſt,- becauſe none but 
Gop can make manifeſt the counſels of the heart. 1 Cor. 
iv. v. And all breaches of theſe rules, I defire to 
condemn ana renounce in mylelt and all others. 
Anp I would intreat you, Sir, to review your 
cenſure againſt us, and fee if they can ſtand with 
theſe rules. Particularly, that charge, that we are 
ws going i the way of Cain and Core, in departing 
* from Gov's inſtitutions, and without any ſcriptu- 
« ral warrant, ſetting up ſeparately ourſelves,” 
Now in order for a juſt view of the caſe, it may be 
needful to give a brief narrative of facts relating to 
this affair. 
s - LeT it then be remembered, that before that 
” blefſed revival of religion, which happened about 
twenty-three years ago, it was generally allowed there 
had been a great declenſion in the churches of News- 
England. Well, in that revival, great numbers flocked 
into- the churches ; of which I was one, tho* not 
,without great ſtruggles of mind, becauſe I thought 
the goſpel rules about admitting and diſciplining of 
church members, were not ſo ſtrictly obſerved as they 
ought to have been ; yet, as I ſaw no other way to 
, Enjoy the precious ordinance of the Logp's ſupper, I 
Joined with your church ; where I continued more 
tan two years, hoping for areformation z but inſtead 
ps. | Wh of 
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' of that, the cuſtom was continued of letting ſuch as 
did not pretend to be converted, bring their children 
to: bapriim ; and of receiving members upon written 
relations of experiences into the church, which I 
ever thought to be an unſcriptural way *till from, 
that, you obtained a vote to. admit perſons without v- 
any relation at all, if they did not fee cauſe to give 
any. And the church, which. was a garden incloſed,® . 
{cemed to be laid as an open field ; and when a re- 
formation was urged, many would bring the-parable 
of the /ares againit it. And that field, which Cnz1sT 
' ſays 1s the wor!ld, was often declared to be the church, 
and that the good ſeed and the tares mult grow toge- 
ther therein till harveſt. + I may here obſerve, it- 
was atter the good ſeed and tares both! appeared by their 
fruit, that the ſervants were forbidden to gather.up 
4 the -tares : ſo that if the fe/d was the church, then , 
| thoſe that\oppeared by their fruit to be chi/dren of the 
wicked one, muſt be let alone therein, till the end.of 
the world. Matt. xii. 26, 29, 38, 39. Another 
F thing Vi-mention here, and that is, that tho? liberty. 
| for chriſtians tro improve their gifrs, was allowed for 7 
a while, and it was owned that much good was done” 
thereby ; yet afterwards an outcry. was*made of their 
invading the miniſterial office, and the pulpits ſounded 
with warnings againſt lay. exherters, (as they were plea» 
ſed to call them) and ſundry miniſters who had been 
| greatly engaged inthe work of Gon, turned and 
joined with others. that had called it a deluſion. of the 
Devil, and united all their force to cruſh theſe exbort- 
e&r5: and the public were cautioned againſt admitting 
Any into the miniſtry, but ſuch as manu had taught for 
that purpoſe from their _ yea, tho' they __ 


* 2 Cant. 1v. 12: | k 4 
+ Mr. ,Fobn Cetton, preached a ſermon at Atileberough, in 
Fanuary 1747 , agaiuſt the ſeparation, and printed it; throughout 


which, he uaproves the parable in that lines. 
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be better qualified than others that were then ordained.* 

While there was hardly a perſon in the land that man 

bed taught for that purpoſe, but what might be ad- 

marred into the miniſtry it they would : and it was 

often declared, that the call of the people, with the 

laying on the hands of the propa was the call of 

Gop. But it any others, from any inward teachings 

and influence, adventured to preach without that, 

they were called diſturbers, deluded | Aarne to an 

extraordinary call, &c. (tho? they did not pretend to 

any higher call than what they believed every mi- 

 Niſter ought to have) and when that did not ſtop 

them, the ſecular arm was called in, and ſeveral were 

impriſoned for no greater crime than preaching the 

” golpel without the miniſters licence.F And many 

_ have ſaid, both then, and ſince, that * if it was not 

for-the defence and ſupport of the civil authority, all 

[1 our churches and miniſters would ſoon be broke 

up.” A great deal of force,} has alſo been vſed for 

miniſters ſupport. 

Trxsx, Sir, were certain fats ; and moſt of them 

 / known to yourſelf :—and tho? I am far from juſtity- 
5 S 

ing every ſtep of our condutet, in the manner of our 

withdrawing, or ſince ; yet the principal grounds of 

eur 'withdraw, I believe, were juſt. The way of Cain, 

according 
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I * See Mr. Zzward's ' thoughts on that work, in five parts, 
* 2742, page 264, &c.—And my diſcourſe on an internal call, 
: Page 32, 83. | 
+. One of which was Mr. Thomas Marſh, who had, for many 
years, been a deacon in good eſteem, in the ſecond church in 
Windbam.—He was confined in Windham goal, from January to 
June, 1746. 1 vifited him there, and found him #45" in 
cloſe priſon, and not allowed the liberty of the yard, tho” ſuſh- 
, Tient ſecurity was offered for him ; while one Dr. Holloway who 
was putin for murder, in the room over his head, was allowed, 
with an officer to attend him, to viſit the ſick, in ſeveral parts of 
The town. This would natwally put ene in mind of Barabes 
MB aad Teſus. A c . 
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according to your own explanation, was © a depart- 
« ing from God's inſtitution, and deviſing one of his. 
* own, which he offered without faith,” Well, here 
was our very difficulty, you would admit thoſe to 
offer their children to baptiſm, that did not pretend 
to have AbePs faith, and opened a door for others to 
come to the Lory's table, withour giving the church , 
any account that they had that faith, and in theſe, and 
ſome other things, you had warped off from the ori- 
gininal conſtitution of the church ; therefore we with- 
drew from you, holding near or quite to it's firſt 
principles : and to this day, I may. boldly ſay, that 
our ſocieties in general, hold as fully to the doctri- 
nal articles of your church, as any in the land; and + 
the only reaſon of my leaving infant baptiſm ſince, 
was becauſe I found it wanted © the ſtamp of divine 
inſtitution upon it.” And I might fay the ſame, as 
to the mode of ſprinkling : for the numerous and 
plain accounts we have of their baptizing in rivers, 
and where there was much water, and of their going 
into, and coming out of the water, together with it's 
being twice called a Guria!, fully ſatisfied me thar 
CarsT and his apoſtles were baptized by immerſion : 
and the arguments of ſome to the contrary, appeared 
to me but weak ; and ſo they haye to many pede- 
baptiſt writers too. Dr. Wall, who took great pains 
to prove infants to be ſubjects; yer, as to the ancient 
mode, ſays, * ** Their general and ordinary way 
« was, to baptize by immerſion, or dipping the per- 
<« ſon, whether it'were infant, or grown man or wo- 
*« man, into the water. This, adds he, is ſo- plain . 
« and clear, by an infinite number of paſlages, rhat 
& 25 one cannot but pity the weak” endeavours of 
< ſuch pedobaptiſts as would maintain the a—_— } 
ce& J 
* Hiſtory of infant baptiſm, vol. II. page 291. Vide Crofby's =: 
hiſtory, yol. I. preface, page 0. "TY 
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« of it ; ſo alſo we ought to diſown, and ſhew a dil- 
_ like of the prophane ſcoffs which ſome people give 
to, the Znz/7h antipedobapiiſts, merely for their 
«. uſing dipping. *Tis one thing to, maintain, that 
& that circumltance is not abſolutely neceſfary to the 
ellence of baptiſm ;-and another to go about ro 
repreient. It as ridiculous and fooliſh, or as ſhame- 
«ful and indecent ; when it was in all probability 1 
*' the way by which our bleſſed Saviour, and for cer- 
« tain was the moſt uſual ard ordinary way by which 
* the ancient chriſtians did receive [their baptiſm.” 
So that the way it ſeems he has to ſupport ſprinkling, 
« by ſuppoling it not abſolutely neceffary to keep to 
the ancient mode in that ordinance, Bur tho? after 
Trae! had got fine hovſes to dwell in, they likely 
thought they could keep . the feaſt of tabernacles 
welt enough in them, and not take the pains to build 
booths; yer. when their houſes had lain deſolate ſeventy 
years, thoſe which returned from captivity found it 
- duty to return to the ancient pattern. (Lev. xxiii. 
42. Nehem. vil. 14—18:) And fo I believe Gop's 
people will in this caſe, fooner or later, But to res 
Frurmn from this digreffion. 
IssTEAD of our departing from Gov's inſtituti- 

- ons, the very cauſe of our departing from you, was 
_ becauſe of your holding theſe things, which we could 
not hnd the ſtamp of his inſtitution upon : from 
| - whence I leave others to judge, who moſt reſemble 
* Cain, nm treating their brethren as he did his brother. 
| Concermng Core's company, we read, that they were 
* famous m the congregation, men of renown: and they 
gaiſayed NM ofes and Agron, whom Gop had called to 
teach and lead. his 1/rae!, and they ſaid, 7e take too 
much upon you, ſeeing all the congregation are holy, every 
one of them——wherefore then lift you up yourſelves, &c. 
Numb. xvi. 2, 3. Now, who are they in our day that 
; fay, all the congregation are holy, and that their voice 
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in calling miniſters, is the voice of Gop ? ' So far 
are thole who cſpouſe an internal call by. the divine 
ſpirit, from lifung themſelves up an this matter, thar, 
I preſume, they could freely fay” as Meſes did before 
this, Would God that all the Lord's people were pro- 
phets, and that he would put his ſpirit upon them.® 
Burt we dare not ſay, that being tauglit and called of 
1 men, without that ſpirit, can make them true mimiſ- 
rers. of CartsT.. .Let. it alſo be obſerved, that Core 
raiſed a mob againſt Mo/es and Aearos ; but we allow 
of no ſuch thing, bur only defire peaceably to wor- 
ſhip Gop according to our:conſgences, among our- 
ſelves; believing that Cnr1s7T's church is founded 
in the truth, and ſupported by w,F againſt all they 
powers of earth -and hell. And thoſe that: till go, 
on in thoſe churches, which rulers; miniſters and+ \ 
people have often declared, would not ſtand if '1t 
were not for. the ſupport of the: civil authority;-we 
leave in the hand of Gov, praying that he would-in 
his own time, deſtroy the face of covering caſt over all": 
people ;F and cauſe his light and truth co: prevatlevery;: 
where. "7 "#4 
AnD to conclade;—what I aimed/atin this letter" 
was, not a diſpute upon every branch of theſe' cone:;' 
rroverſies ; that has been often done already : but tax; 
endeavour. to ſhew the injuſtice , af the -reproaches!?! 


which you have-caſt upon us, - and; wpon the-truthgs? 
thro? us ; and to open a little of the-true ſtate of the, | 


caſe between /us.; and thro? the whole, to ſhew- all#!'/ 
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proper reſpe& to mens perſons, and yet to ſpeak theypZ 
truth plainly, according to the bett of my underſtand- EE 
How far I have accompliſhed what I aim'd at, 2.7 
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frighted out of truth by hard names. So deſiring 
you'calmly and ſeriouſly to review your treatment of 
us, and * our principles, —and wiſhing you the beſt 
of bleſſings, I reſt, dear Sir, Yours, &c. 


Isaac BACKUS. 


Middleborough, April 9, 1764. 
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Poſtſeript. 


CNINCE. I finiſhed the foregoing letter, I have 

thought ſo much of one thing, that I concluded 
to add'a little upon it here ; and that 18, your ſaying, 
<< Do not the late ſeparations already diſcover their 
*--nature by their fruits ; in that fome have by this 
* time apoſtatized even from all religion :—while 
k © ſome others are renouncing infant baptiſm, and 
bw © poing faſt to the like dreadtul apoſtacy,?” Now, 
-Sir,, unleſs you could have: ſhewn, that renouncing 
the notion of bringing perſons into” the church and 
Into the miniſtry, by natural generation, and human 
inſtruction and influence ; and holding to the neceſ- 
ſity of regeneration, and divine teachings and influ- 
ence 1m order thereto ; (which are the central points 
of the controverſy) I ſay, unleſs you could have 
ſhewn that theſe principles had a natural tendency to 
apoſtacy, there 1s not a whit more of Juſtice in this 
cenſure, becauſe of the unhappy conduct of ſome that 
have been among us, than there would be for a perſon 
that was' prejudiced againſt your denomination, to ſay, 
* Do not theſe miniſters diſcover what they are by 
* their fruits ; in that ſome of them have already 
n proved to be whore-mongers and drunkards, 
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« and others are going faſt in the ſame way ?” Put 
where //is the perſon or people under heaven that | 
would be willing to be judged by ſuch a rule ? ſurzly 
there 1s none, And whether we believe it or no, jet | 
all will be made to know, ſooner or later, that, wh 
what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged : and with 
what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 
Matt. vii. 2. Which words, if rightly view'd, would 
be enough to deter every one from condemning afiy 
for their neighbours evils, which they abhor. " 

Tas truth is, that notwitſtanding our many ms 
1 - takes and wanderings, (for which we have great cat 
41. to be humbled before Gop) yet, inſtead of apoftt 
there has been a great revival of religion within thes 
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A that, * In times of general ſecurity, Satan finds it* 
. * his advantage to ſtir up perfons to falſe zeal, a 
« ſeeming religion,” and that © he can and does#- 
« ren affright many, filling them with terrorand feirs 
« of hell.”* And when he comes to lay down marts - of 
to try the ſpirits by, he ſays, © I ſhall confine myis 
* to ſuch marks and characters, which, as I appre- 
« hend, beſt ſuit with thoſe appearances of Satan-3n 
| * the garb of an angel of light, which of late years 
<« he has aſſumed.”+ Which plainly inſfinuates that 7 
the work which had then been among the ſeparatilfs ' 
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* Mr. Whitaker's ſermon on the Trial of the Spirits, th 
March 17, 1762, page 4.—N. B. When fouls are awakene? 
Satan often fills them with» fears that heaven will not receit 
them, and ſo would drive them to hell ; bat that he ſtirs up the 

& ſecure, and fills them with fears of hell, 1 believe is far from. 
Icing Ie, + Lage 14- - 1 
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in that place, was a deluſion: of Satan : yet after all 
his -infinuations, take the very marks which he lays 
down, according to the plain language of ſcripture, 
without turning : them into allegory, (as he ſays many 
do) -viz, That the true ſpirit firit brings hight to the 
underſtanding, ſhewing to perſons by the truths re- 
vealed-in the word, the.moral evil of their hearts and 
hves,.and-the abominable nature of fin as committed 
againſt Gop, nll they find themſclves utterly unable 
to obey the law aright in one point or tittle, And 
that it leads men (to. truſt in CarisT as he is exhi- 
bited in the word, and to reſt upon him there. Thar 
ir empries. men, and makes them- become as /ittle 
ebildren, teachable and humble : yea, and charnable alfa 
to others... And laſtly, that the true ſpirit teacneth | 
us, that religion conſiſts chiefly 1m prazice, 1. ec. in} 
boly &#ions, arifing, from: holy tempers, and- divine exer-| 
cafes of the heart. | ſay, according to theſe marks' 
which he lays down, there is abundant reaſon to be \ 
heve that there has-been a glorious reformation, and 
ſeveral hundred ſouls turned from fin to Gop, in many 
parts of New-Enegland, within theie two or three years 
and a very great part of it among thoſe/which you rex 
95 Ihr as. going in the way of apoſtacy. . Yea, and' 

uch a glorious work is now going - on in” your, own 
place, which I hope will be a means/to convince you, 
Sir, and others, of their wrong charges againſt us, 
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= Aj—— [n page 21, line 15, /or- cleanſing read cleantings. 
| Ine 17, for < read pleaded. Page 232, line'17, for Cen- | 
| rp Feed cenſures. T befe errors, and Juch others as may have | 
EF | 4 mah uns /:r v4, the candid reader i is requeſted to reftify with his pen, | 
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ub this Letter may bt bad of Philip Freeman, Book/eller, in 
Union-Street, Boſton ; 

| FARE. Divine Right of Infant Baptiſm, examined and diſ- | 

= . prov'd :—Being an Anſwer to Mr. Dickinſon's Nualogys ; 

» | nghay Subject, By JOHN GILL, D. D. 

© 2 29s ai þ als Reply 9 ny my s deſency thereof. 


n 
41 . * 
"= _—_— 
® £4 * . 
" , i #0 of as 44. 4 - by . 4 _— . wu *» 
. > a oy, 06 *a400/ mg - = Y 19. 74 499 R eg v-- DIES 1948 - K. - fp 7 - 2 Lf - 7 op i A Tr I $** 4 Quo I. 4+ SL £6544 360 $4 4% y 
. )  & -* wry ay — _— , ws : as ed KRIS. alan ans he I eye RH IRA TIA, wt WED Pat nee oo Roc» Pe NICrees 14” » = %- FRI — COR," wy 
tx + he SETS «% fv. 3. + Eedactor Ay 00 Aero ns <a. - y b &" . © K tae 4 WRT OO ED 4 4-44 46 > PR 
” ” — © +4 + © + * +» Re. «. 4. <= 
«+ ++ « 
hy 
w- 
. 
KS 
LS 
* 
= 
—- 


